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hard worker, and he was extremely ef-
ficient. In fact, one of the amazing
things to me was that he was able to
answer every e-mail almost imme-
diately and to keep his desk clean. It is
different from the way I worked when I
was in the Wyoming legislature and it
is much different than the way my
desk looks here. So his efficiency is un-
matched, and he has great knowledge
of Wyoming and the issues that are im-
portant in Wyoming, which include en-
ergy, and of course health. He is an or-
thopedic surgeon and will make a big
difference in our health care debate
back here.

He is quiet but efficient and has
worked across the aisle in Wyoming,
and I am sure he will continue to do
that here, much the way Senator
Thomas and I have done. We have al-
ways worked as a team, the Wyoming
delegation, and he will become a very
strong team member.

I want to congratulate the Wyoming
Republican Party on the process they
went through. I want to particularly
congratulate Fred Parady, who is the
State chairman, for the way he walked
into some fairly uncharted waters, par-
ticularly for that many people who
were interested. He did an excellent
and fair job, and one that was timely
so we would be able to get to this
point. He did an outstanding job.

I congratulate the Governor for the
care and concern he gave and the way
he went about his job and the com-
ments he made as he did that job and
as he introduced the new Senator. I
think Wyoming can be a good example
for the rest of the Nation to follow.

Of course, no one is going to be able
to replace CRAIG THOMAS, but working
with JOHN, we can ensure the represen-
tation of Wyoming in the Senate will
remain second to none.

JOHN has had some interesting things
he has worked on in Wyoming. He is
extremely well known across the State
because he has been doing virtually a
nightly television spot helping people
to help their own health and has given
tips for a number of years doing that. I
have no idea how many years he has
also been the host for the Jerry Lewis
telethon for Wyoming and has raised
innumerable dollars for that great
cause, and he does it so easily and so
naturally and is such a great speaker.

Of course, he is very pleased that
both of his children, Pete and Emma,
have graduated from high school.
Emma graduated this year. So he has
gotten to watch them grow up in a very
involved way through the years, and
now that they are going to college, he
can come to Washington, and I know
he and his family are very excited
about it and are great participants.

So I welcome the newest member of
the Senate and let everyone know we
are looking forward to a great team
and his extreme capability.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
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PASSAGE OF H.R. 6

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I want
to thank my friend from Hawaii, the
chairman of the Commerce, Science
and Transportation Committee, for
sponsoring this amendment that was
added to energy legislation last
evening.

This energy legislation seeks to ex-
pand the Nation’s supply of renewable
biofuels and to begin moving our base
of transportation fuel toward renew-
able energy. Across America, including
in my State of North Dakota, Amer-
ican farmers have the ability to grow
abundant supplies of corn and energy
crops from which ethanol and other
transportation biofuels can be manu-
factured. However, our Nation’s ability
to produce an abundant supply of
transportation biofuels will be of no
use if we are not able to transport
these biofuels to the population centers
where they are needed. Today, due to
the special qualities of biofuels, there
are no pipelines that can move them to
market. Thus, transportation is de-
pendent primarily on trucks and rail,
except in those rare cases where water
transportation is available between the
areas where the biofuels are produced
and consumed.

Last week, the Government Account-
ability Office released a report entitled
“Biofuels—DOE Lacks a Strategic Ap-
proach to Coordinate Increasing Pro-
duction with Infrastructure Develop-
ment and Vehicle Needs.” The sum-
mary of the report states, in the second
paragraph:

Existing Biofuel distribution infrastruc-
ture has limited capacity to transport the
fuels and deliver them to consumers.
Biofuels are transported largely by rail and
the ability of that industry to meet growing
demand is uncertain.

If our Nation is to realize the poten-
tial of sustainable, domestically pro-
duced transportation fuels, we can
have no uncertainty concerning wheth-
er the rail industry can transport the
amount of biofuels that the Nation will
be producing. Therefore, Senator
INOUYE and I have joined in this
amendment which calls for a joint
study by the Secretaries of Energy and
Transportation. The study will con-
sider two primary issues and a number
of related issues. First, will there be
sufficient railroad infrastructure to
move the amount of biofuels the Na-
tion will be producing? Second, will
that railroad transportation occur in a
competitive environment in which the
cost is reasonable and the service is re-
liable?

Ensuring adequate, reliable, and
cost-effective rail transportation for
ethanol and other transportation

biofuels that will become so important
to the Nation is an essential element of
the Nation’s policy to move toward
sustainable, domestic supplies of en-
ergy. I thank my friend from Hawaii,
the chairman of the Commerce,
Science and Transportation Com-
mittee, for joining with me to pursue
this study, and I look forward to work-
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ing with him to ensure that our na-
tional rail system is adequate, reliable,
and competitive.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, yester-
day the U.S. Senate passed comprehen-
sive energy legislation that will set the
course for our national energy security
in the decades to come. The members
of this body were able to reach impor-
tant conclusions regarding the need for
increased corporate average fuel econ-
omy standards, improved energy effi-
ciency for buildings and appliances, a
national standard to help accelerate
the development of renewable fuels,
and carbon sequestration technology to
capture carbon emitted through the
burning of coal. The Energy bill ap-
proved by the Senate truly represents a
shift toward a comprehensive, respon-
sible, and focused national energy pol-
icy.

Not to be forgotten in establishing
this policy are America’s small busi-
ness owners. There are nearly 26 mil-
lion small businesses in this country—
nearly 26 million business owners that
are focused on keeping their doors open
and putting food on the table for their
families. And while climate change and
national energy security sometimes
seem like distant threats compared to
rising health care costs and staying
competitive in an increasingly global
economy, small business owners are
telling us that energy costs are indeed
a concern. The National Small Busi-
ness Association recently conducted a
poll of its members, asking how energy
prices affected their business decisions.
Seventy-five percent said that energy
prices had at least a moderate effect on
their businesses—with roughly the
same number saying that reducing en-
ergy costs would increase their profit-
ability. Despite these numbers, only 33
percent have invested in energy effi-
ciency measures.

In March of this year, I convened a
hearing in the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship to look
at what small businesses can do to con-
front global warming. We learned over
the course of that hearing just how
much can be done to help small busi-
nesses become energy efficient. We also
learned just how little the current ad-
ministration is doing. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency estimates
that small businesses consume roughly
30 percent of the commercial energy
consumed in this country—that is
roughly 2 trillion kBtu of energy per
year, and it’s costing small business
concerns approximately $29 million a
year. Through efforts to increase en-
ergy efficiency, small businesses can
contribute to America’s energy secu-
rity, help to combat global warming,
and add to their bottom line all at the
same time.

Last night, I worked with Senator
SNOWE to include two amendments to
H.R. 6 that will go a long way toward
helping small business owners become
more energy efficient. These amend-
ments, which together represent the
provisions included in S. 1657, the
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Small Business Energy Efficiency Act
of 2007, require the Small Business Ad-
ministration, SBA, to implement an
energy efficiency program that was
mandated in the 2005 Energy Policy
Act. To date, the SBA has dragged its
feet in implementing a program that
could help small business owners to be-
come more energy efficient. Adminis-
trator Preston should implement this
important program today, and this bill
directs him to do so.

Second, this legislation establishes a
program to increase energy efficiency
through energy audits at Small Busi-
ness Development Centers, SBDCs. The
Pennsylvania SBDC currently operates
a similar program, and has successfully
assisted hundreds of businesses to be-
come more energy efficient. As a result
of the program, six of the eight winners
of the 2006 ENERGY STAR Small Busi-
ness Awards given by the EPA went to
Pennsylvania businesses. This program
should be replicated so that small busi-
nesses across the country have the
same opportunity to cut energy costs
through the efficiency measures.

Third, the SBA Administrator is au-
thorized to guarantee on-bill financing
agreements between businesses and
utility companies, to cover a utility
company’s risk in entering into such
an agreement. The federal government
should encourage utility companies to
pursue these agreements with busi-
nesses, where an electric utility will
cover the up-front costs of imple-
menting energy efficiency measures,
and a business will repay these costs
through the savings realized in their
energy bill.

Fourth, the legislation creates a tele-
commuting pilot program through the
SBA. The Administrator is authorized
to establish a program that produces
educational materials and performs
outreach to small businesses on the
benefits of telecommuting.

Finally, the legislation encourages
increased innovation by providing a
priority status within the SBIR and
STTR programs that ensures high pri-
ority be given to small business con-
cerns participating in energy efficiency
or renewable energy system research
and development projects.

As a nation, we have much to do to
secure our future energy supply and to
solve the international crisis that is
global warming. Last night’s approval
of H.R. 6 demonstrates this body’s will
to set the right course, and America’s
small business owners should know
that Congress is providing them with
the tools they need to join the crusade.

Mr. President, last night, we success-
fully passed comprehensive energy leg-
islation which included a significant
increase in fuel economy standards.
For far too long, this has been the
third rail of energy policy. It has been
one of Washington’s great failures in
leadership. But thanks to a bipartisan
effort on the part of so many of my col-
leagues, these new requirements will
cut automobile carbon emissions dra-
matically and will help put our coun-
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try on a path toward energy depend-
ence. The oil savings from the CAFE
provision alone will ultimately total
1.2 million barrels per day by 2020.

When we first established CAFE
standards for passenger cars and trucks
in 1975, within 10 years we increased
fuel economy by 70 percent and de-
creased our oil dependence from 36 per-
cent to 27 percent. Ever since then, we
have been stuck in neutral. The fuel
economy of the average new passenger
vehicle is lower today than it was 10
years ago.

We now have overcome the forces of
inertia, and our country is now poised
to at last revolutionize the way we
drive. I am proud of the bipartisan
commitment to this issue, which was
demonstrated with historic vote. I par-
ticularly would like to thank my col-
leagues, Senator INOUYE and Senator
STEVENS, for their leadership on this
issue.

I was proud to cast my vote in sup-
port of this important bipartisan en-
ergy legislation, which will dramati-
cally increase our use of renewable
fuels, incentivize energy efficiency, re-
duce our oil dependence, and address
the growing threat of climate change.
This bill truly puts us on a path toward
a cleaner, healthier, and more secure
energy future.

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about the Energy bill
that passed with my support. The bill
increases biofuels production from the
current mandate of 7.5 billion gallons
in 2012 to 36 billion gallons by 2022. The
bill also establishes new appliance and
lighting efficiency standards in Gov-
ernment buildings and includes Federal
grants and loan guarantees to promote
research into fuel-efficient vehicles, in-
cluding hybrids, advanced diesel and
battery technologies.

I was pleased that this bill included
my very important NOPEC amend-
ment, an amendment that passed with
the support of 70 Senators. The NOPEC
amendment will hold OPEC member
nations to account under U.S. antitrust
law when they agree to limit the sup-
ply or fix the price of oil in violation of
the most basic principles of free com-
petition. It will authorize the Justice
Department—and only the Justice De-
partment—to file suit against nations
or other entities that participate in a
conspiracy to limit the supply, or fix
the price, of oil. In addition, it will
specify that the doctrines of sovereign
immunity and act of state do not ex-
empt nations that participate in oil
cartels from basic antitrust law. Fur-
ther, it will give our Government a
much needed tool to fight back against
the selfish price-fixing conspiracy of
OPEC members, a conspiracy that sig-
nificantly raises the cost of gasoline
and other essential energy products to
millions consumers every day.

I was also pleased that this bill in-
cluded an amendment I offered that
would allow small manufacturers to ac-
cess awards under the Advanced Tech-
nology Vehicles Manufacturing Incen-
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tive title. Considering that small man-
ufacturers that employ roughly 75 em-
ployees or less contribute 29.5 percent
to all value added to automobiles, it
made sense that they should have the
opportunity to get these awards.

I was disappointed that the Energy
bill didn’t include provisions to require
utilities to provide 15 percent of their
electric power from renewable sources
by 2020. The reduction in the use of fos-
sil fuels to generate electricity would
have strengthened our national energy
security by diversifying our sources of
electric generation. Also, the bill did
not include an energy tax package that
would have created incentives for re-
newable power, biofuels, plug-in hy-
brids, clean coal and other tech-
nologies.

Taken together, this bill allows the
United States to become more energy
efficient in a cost effective and respon-
sible way.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss our efforts to address
the energy challenges that are facing
our Nation today and the solutions we
need for tomorrow. I am pleased that
the Senate last night passed a com-
prehensive energy bill that moves our
Nation forward.

We all know how important energy is
to our economy, our families, and our
quality of life. The high cost of energy
is putting a painful squeeze on every
sector of my home State: Commuters
notice every time they fill up the tank;
businesses are struggling with the
higher costs of transportation; indus-
try is feeling the impact of higher en-
ergy costs, and farmers feel the pain
both in the price of fuel and fertilizer.

The question is, what are we going to
do about it? It is clear there are no sil-
ver bullets.

It is going to take smart policies,
carried out consistently over many
years, to begin to change the way we
use and save energy.

Overall, I believe we must focus on
several priorities, including: making
America more self-reliant so we are
less dependent on foreign sources of en-
ergy; using innovation to meet our en-
ergy needs in creative ways; supporting
conservation to reduce our energy de-
mands; investing in education so we
can cultivate the scientists, research-
ers, and workers of the new energy fu-
ture; and protecting consumers from
unscrupulous energy manipulators.

Before I turn to those specific prior-
ities, I want to share with the Senate
some of the innovative things that
leaders in Washington State are doing
to meet our energy needs.

Washington State is moving forward
on renewable sources of energy like
wind energy.

In April, I had an opportunity to visit
the Hopkins Ridge Wind Farm in Co-
lumbia County, WA. This is a Puget
Sound energy facility that has 83 wind
turbines. When they are running at
peak capacity, they can generate
enough energy on an average basis to
supply about 50,000 homes.
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In fact, the Ports of Longview and
Vancouver in southwest Washington
have become a gateway for bringing
wind energy components into the
United States. I have been able to sup-
port their work through the wind en-
ergy tax credit. Last year, I got to visit
the Port of Longview and see how our
longshoremen expertly handle these
massive turbines.

Washington’s agriculture community
is stepping up and embracing renew-
able sources of energy. This Spring, I
was in Colfax, WA, for a roundtable dis-
cussion with farmers, and energy was a
big part of the discussion.

I can tell you that Washington State
farmers are poised to become active
players in the renewable energy mar-
ket. We talked about ways to help
them make the transition into biofuel
crops.

And there are other innovative
projects. In Gray’s Harbor, we are mov-
ing forward with a biodiesel plant. It
will be a new home for Washington
state biofuel production, a new source
of jobs for the people of Grays Harbor
County, and a new way to combat high
gas prices. And in the Tri-Cities, we are
moving forward with a new research
center on biofuels and bioproducts.

In my home State of Washington, we
have also been testing some cutting
edge technology that puts information
into the hands of consumers so they
can make informed decisions about
how—and when—they use energy.

With the Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory and other partners, I
helped kick off a GridWise demonstra-
tion project to test smart appliances.
These appliances give consumers the
power to decide when to run them
based on the cost of energy. For exam-
ple, your thermostat could indicate to
you when heat costs are at a premium.
Or you could set your dryer to run only
when energy is a certain price.

We all know that the cost of energy
fluctuates throughout the day. Unfor-
tunately, today’s consumers don’t
know the real cost of energy at any
given time. So it is hard for them to
make informed energy choices.

These innovative appliances were
tested for a year in 150 homes, a water-
pumping station and a commercial
building. The results are impressive.
Researchers found that giving con-
sumers these tools helps save energy
and reduce demand on the electricity
grid. They found that real-time pricing
can also alleviate the need to build a
new substation.

So I am really proud of the innova-
tive work that is already underway in
Washington State, and both Senator
CANTWELL and I believe it can serve as
a model for the progress we can make
in the rest of the country.

Now I would like to turn to my en-
ergy priorities and some of the positive
steps that this bill takes.

My first priority is to help make
America more energy self-reliant. Here
at home we have tremendous demand
for energy and that demand is growing.
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Unfortunately, today we are still too
dependent on foreign sources of energy,
particularly oil. That dependence af-
fects our security and our relations
with other countries. We need to re-
duce our dependence, and we can do
that through some of the measures in
this bill. This bill includes a renewable
fuels standard that will increase our
use of renewable fuels, including
biofuels like cellulosic ethanol and
biogas. It also includes tighter CAFE
standards for our auto industry, and it
increases the number of bioresearch
centers focused on biofuel. This bill
will also help us diversify our fuel
sources by promoting alternative fuels,
such as ethanol, biogas, and biodiesel.

I am disappointed that important tax
incentives, which would spur the devel-
opment of renewable electricity, in-
crease the production of alternative
transportation fuels, and help home-
owners who make their properties
more energy efficient, were blocked in
a procedural effort by the minority. I
am hopeful that these important in-
vestments will be restored as this legis-
lation moves forward.

Second, we need to use innovation to
help meet our energy needs. This bill
will help move forward our innovation
agenda by increasing research and de-
velopment funding for new tech-
nologies. It authorizes funding for re-
search in States with low rates of eth-
anol production. This investment could
help Washington get off the ground in
the area of cellulosic ethanol. This bill
also boosts research in carbon capture
and storage. We are doing some inter-
esting work on that at PNNL in my
home State, and I am pleased to sup-
port further research.

Third, we need to be more aggressive
about conserving energy. It is every-
thing from choosing compact fluores-
cent light bulbs and energy efficient
appliances to consolidating errands so
you make fewer trips in your car.
Through this bill, the Federal Govern-
ment will lead by example by using en-
ergy efficiently and employing con-
servation practices. It includes, as I
mentioned, higher CAFE standards on
our vehicles, which will help conserve
gasoline. It will promote efficient
lighting technologies, efficient vehicles
and advanced batteries.

Fourth, we need to expand education
so we have the scientists, researchers,
and workers to help us reach a new
generation of energy innovation.

The existing and new technologies
that we will deploy to increase our self-
reliance are complicated, and we need
to make sure we have a well-trained
workforce that is able to implement
these forward-thinking technologies.
This entails both continuing education
for our current workforce, but also
training the workers of tomorrow. We
must provide these training programs
while our young people are still in our
educational system.

In my home State of Washington,
several universities are addressing
these needs by offering curriculums in
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this area. For example, Gonzaga Uni-
versity in Spokane has a transmission
line worker training program.

Central Washington University in
Ellensburg wants to teach its students
how to operate the efficiency tech-
nologies of the future. I think we
should support these efforts by ensur-
ing funding for programs like these. I
am pleased that this legislation calls
out this important issue.

In Washington State, we are also
working to educate the next generation
of energy innovators.

Washington State University, the Pa-
cific Northwest National Laboratory,
and the State of Washington have
worked together to create the Bioprod-
ucts, Sciences, and Engineering Lab-
oratory in Richland.

This is a pioneering research center
where researchers will develop tech-
nology to turn biomass into energy and
products. It will have teaching labora-
tories and classrooms and is located on
WSU’s Tri-Cities campus. I have been
pleased to support this project from its
inception, and I will continue to do so.

Finally, we need to protect con-
sumers from those who would manipu-
late the price of energy to take advan-
tage of high demand. One of the things
that the Enron scandal revealed is that
some people were happy to create false
shortages of energy in order to drive up
the price.

This bill helps us fight energy manip-
ulators through a price-gouging bill
that I co-sponsored, which is including
in the underlying bill.

We have a lot of challenges in front
of us as individuals and as a country
when it comes to energy. But we also
have the ability to craft responsible,
smart legislation that will help move
us in the right direction.

I am pleased to be working to make
our country more self-reliant, to invest
in innovation, conservation and edu-
cation and to help protect consumers. I
am honored to come from a State that
is producing some of the most innova-
tive energy ideas anywhere, and I am
excited about moving this bill forward
so we can use that progress to benefit
our entire country.

————
FAMILY LEAVE INSURANCE ACT

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, every
day millions of men and women across
America get up and go to work. Their
labor—whether it is building bridges or
selling groceries, programming com-
puters or cleaning homes—is what
makes this country great.

Their work is the foundation of our
economy and of our communities and
families. Over 100 million Americans
rely on their jobs to keep a roof over
their heads and put food on the table,
pay their doctor’s bills, save for their
children’s college tuition, and retire in
dignity. But all of that can be threat-
ened in an instant when serious injury
or illness strikes.

Fourteen years ago, we passed the
Family and Medical Leave Act to en-
able employees to take up to 12 weeks
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